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Benefits of 
Energy Use Benchmarking

•Monitor changes. Scoring a building over a period of time can help evaluate the effectiveness of changes in equipment or management.
•Demonstrate proactive management of energy issues. Having a building's energy consumption data summarized and documented helps answer ques
•Receive positive publicity. Being able to document a building’s improved energy efficiency or reduced energy consumption provides a basis to com
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Benefits of Benchmarking for the 
Building Owner

• Prioritize investments in a building portfolio – identify the 
best candidates for upgrades

• Determine potential savings - by comparing a 
benchmarking score to a "target score," benchmarking 
can suggest the energy savings potential of raising 
efficiency to this target

• Monitor changes - scoring a building over a period of 
time can help evaluate the effectiveness of changes in 
equipment or management

• Demonstrate proactive management of energy issues
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Benefits of Benchmarking for the 
Purchaser or Lessee

• Less energy efficient buildings are likely to be less 
competitive in the marketplace

• With the growth in popularity of "green buildings," 
buildings with relatively poor energy performance will 
likely be viewed as less valuable

• Buildings with relatively poor energy performance may 
experience a reduced prospective tenant pool as tenants 
under their net leases grow more concerned about 
escalating energy costs
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Best Practice 
Recommendations

ASTM Building Energy Performance Assessment 
(BEPA) General Building Survey Checklist
CA Rating
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ASTM Building Energy Performance 
Assessment (BEPA) 

General Building Survey Checklist

• Provides additional information on building 
characteristics that influence energy usage

• May help explain why an ESPM rating is high 
or low

• Opportunity to document the efficiency 
measures taken to improve building 
performance



C  A  L  I  F  O  R  N  I  A     E  N  E  R  G  Y     C  O  M  M  I  S  S  I  O  N



C  A  L  I  F  O  R  N  I  A     E  N  E  R  G  Y     C  O  M  M  I  S  S  I  O  N



C  A  L  I  F  O  R  N  I  A     E  N  E  R  G  Y     C  O  M  M  I  S  S  I  O  N



C  A  L  I  F  O  R  N  I  A     E  N  E  R  G  Y     C  O  M  M  I  S  S  I  O  N



C  A  L  I  F  O  R  N  I  A     E  N  E  R  G  Y     C  O  M  M  I  S  S  I  O  N



C  A  L  I  F  O  R  N  I  A     E  N  E  R  G  Y     C  O  M  M  I  S  S  I  O  N

Benefits of a CA Rating System
Allows all CA buildings to get 
rated
Compares CA buildings to 
each other
Complements the Energy Star 
rating
Sets a foundation for future 
energy performance rating & 
labeling initiatives in CA
Can display the CA energy 
policy goal of Zero Net Energy

GET YOUR 
CALIFORNIA 

RATING HERE:
www.energy.ca.gov
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Why does the CEC recommend a 
California Rating for AB 1103?

Energy Star Portfolio Manager 
does not provide a 1-100 rating 
for all CA commercial buildings.  
Buildings not ratable are:

• less than 5,000 sf
• bldg types or space uses not 

covered by EPA’s Portfolio 
Manager

GET YOUR 
CALIFORNIA 

RATING HERE:
www.energy.ca.gov
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Why does the CEC recommend a 
California Rating for AB 1103?

Characteristic of 
California Buildings 

in CEUS 2003 
Database

Buildings that cannot get an 
Energy Star rating

CEUS Total

< 5,000 sq ft 
(1,000 sq ft 
for banks)

#  %

Remainder 
with no 

rating tool
#  %

TOTAL
#  %

Number of buildings 525,736 358,166  
68%

82,059 
16%

440,225 
84%

Number of building 
types (space types) 62 N / A 32  

52%
32  

52%

Floor area 
(million sf) 4,539 706      

16%
1,462  
32%

2,167  
48%

Energy use 
(billion Btu) 329,659 74,355  

23%
108,887 

33%
183,242 

56%



C  A  L  I  F  O  R  N  I  A     E  N  E  R  G  Y     C  O  M  M  I  S  S  I  O  N

Energy Use Disclosure Guidance
(share Guideline Table of Contents)
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Workshop Discussion
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